Figure S1 LC-MS result for GA cross-linked BSA hydrogel digested by Proteinase K. Differential Scanning Calorimetry (DSC) and Thermogravimetric Analysis (TGA) techniques were employed to study the thermal properties of the cross-linked BSA hydrogel. Unlike BSA particle whose melting point is ~68 C, the DSC data of the as-prepared cross-linked BSA hydrogel shows a big peak centered at ~95 C (Fig. S2a) , which can be attributed to the fact that chemical crosslinking of BSA increases the melting point of the hydrogel. TGA study indicates that the as-prepared hydrogel starts to decompose from ~180 C (Fig. S2b) . 
